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Take a bow, Senator Sarbanes and Congressman Oxley: Corporate America is cleaning up its act. 

So says the National Benchmark Study, an annual effort of the University of Michigan and workplace-research firm Employee Motivation & Performance Assessment. The survey of the 1,000 companies in the Dow Jones Total Market Index -- representing about 22 million employees and most of the stock market's value -- found that the only "statistically significant" change in 2004 from the prior year was a jump in companies' scores for "ethics and fairness."

The survey's authors say that in past years, upbeat and ethical working conditions at companies were good predictors of the following year's financial performance by those companies. Imagine that.

--Compiled by Gene Colter with Dow Jones Newswires' Shaheen Pasha and Kazuhiro Shimamura
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